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sage warrior was not to die till the auspicious beginning
of the Uttaiayana ( sun's turning towards the north)

By the advice of Kama, Duryodhana now appointed
Dronathec<jmmander-in-chiefof the Kaurava army, and
he, an old man of 85, yet as vigorous as a boy, led the
Kauravas'to the battle-field For two days he fought as
effectively as Bhishma On the third he posted his
army in what is called the Chakravyuha or the form of a
circle within a circle Arjuna was engaged by the
Samsaptakas or 7 clans who came probably from the
Afagan borders and were composed of strong and power-
ful warriors and whom Drona had specially deputed
for the purpose of drawing Arjuna away The Pandava
army, thus deprived of Arjuna, was unable to make any
impression on their enemy's array Arjuna's young son,
born of Subhadra, Krishna's sister, a boy only 16 years
old, proposed to enter the Kaurava army and to shatter
its formation, and king Yudhishthira through mistake or
chagrin allowed him to do so He entered the Kaurava
army Allowed by Bhima and other leaders who were3 how-
ever, stopped and defeated by Jayadratha at the entrance
Abhimanyu was now alone m the midst of a vast army,
but bought with courage and determination till at last
*he was overpowered by six warriors throwing arrows at
him at the same time, contrary to the rules of war De-
prived of his bow and arrows, his horses and charioteer
killed, he sprang down, mace in hand, and was engaged
by Duhshasana's son At last he dropped down and his
head was instantly smashed by his opponent's mace

Arjuna, having defeated the Samsaptakas, returned
to the Pandava force which he found shattered and